
being considered in one or more of its aspects in almost
every section, far outshadowing tuberculosis in this
respect. In some of the other sections symposiums on

diabetes, the "infectious diseases and eclampsia, with the
discussions, served to clear the atmosphere about many
mooted questions. There were many other interesting
features of the scientific program, but space forbids
further mention of them here.

The meetings of the House of Delegates were har¬
monious throughout. Each succeeding year the reference
committees are doing more and more work, making
it possible to investigate thoroughly all the various
propositions that come before the House ; and thus the
House is able to accomplish much more, and to do the
work in a deliberate, satisfactory manner. Of the im¬
portant things done by the House of Delegates, one was

the creation of a new Section on Genito-Urinary Dis¬
eases, as petitioned for by many members doing work
in that line. Another was the creation of the Council
on Health and Public Instruction, which is to have
charge of the work formerly done by several overlapping
committees, covering such matters as preventive medi¬
cine, medical legislation, economics, public instruction
in medicaL sanitary and hygienic questions, etc. The
Council will organize complete machinery to facilitate
the attainment of these objects.

Any impression that there was the slightest lack of
harmony in the organization was dispelled by the work
of the House of Delegates and by the spirit shown in the
daily work ; and any attempted disparagement of
the aims and purposes of the American Medical Associa¬
tion was silenced by the splendid statement of them con¬

tained in the address of President Welch at the General
Meeting. That the public correctly understands these
aims and endorses them was evinced in the admirable
address of Governor Hadley and the other gentlemen
who spoke at the General Meeting.

The arrangements for the entertainment of the
visitors—barring those for Wednesday afternoon, when
the rain interfered—were admirably carried out. The
pervasive quality of hospitality, the geniality and cheer¬
ful friendliness of the South, which are characteristic of
the people of St. Louis, were in evidence. The physi¬
cians and their wives and daughters were delightfully
entertained at the President's reception and at many
dinners and luncheons. The school and class reunions
were also occasions affording pleasure and satisfaction
to those participating in them.

The arrangements at the various section meeting-
places were declared by some to be a distinct advance
over anything heretofore seen, and the local subcommit¬
tee in charge of these arrangements deserves the high¬
est praise. Nothing was overlooked which would
minister to the comfort and convenience of the members
or which would facilitate the smooth running of the
sessions. The meeting-halls were models, and tele¬
phones, stenographers, messengers and everything

needed were provided. A member of the committee was

always in attendance to see that nothing was lacking.
The Scientific Exhibit and the Commercial Exhibit,

in the Coliseum, in harmony with the rest of the Session,
were a complete success. The Scientific Exhibit in the
balcony, though not so accessible, perhaps, as could be
desired, was interesting and well attended. The demon¬
stration of the hookworm, for which Smith of Atlanta
was given the prize, was especially attractive. Worthy
of particular note was the exceedingly interesting and
valuable exhibit of the St. Louis Historical Society
adjoining the Scientific Exhibit. A feature of the
balcony exhibit was that of the Association Laboratory,
in the exposé it made of a number of well-advertised
nostrums, in furtherance of the work which the Council
on Pharmacy and Chemistry is doing. It elicited much
favorable comment from visitors and the graphic way of
presenting matters caused surprise to many.
In the interest displayed in the purely scientific sub¬

jects, in the practical subjects, in the matter of pre¬
ventive medicine as touching the public and the general
welfare, and in the association as an organization having
the highest aims and the most altruistic purposes, the
St. Louis session was a notable milestone in the gratify¬
ing progress of the American Medical Association.

INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE

Three important national conferences, one on in-
dustrial accidents and workmen's compensation, one on
industrial diseases, and one on labor legislation, were

held on June 10 and 11 in Chicago; and many im-
portant bodies were represented in the discussions. It
is earnestly hoped and expected\p=m-\and the expectation
is reasonable\p=m-\that by means of these conferences and the
resulting coordinated activities, great and salutary
changes will be achieved in the conditions to which peo-
ple working in trades are subject.

Of these conferences, that on industrial diseases was
the first ever held in this country. The interest which
the medical profession should take in this subject was
well indicated by Mr. Frederick Hoffman, actuary of the
Prudential Insurance Company, of Newark. N. J., who
declares that in many trades one-third of the deaths
recorded are due to one specific disease; and that, at a
conservative estimate, the money loss alone in the United
States in one year, due to preventable occupational dis-
ease, is nearly a billion dollars. (Another statement
made at this conference was that the money loss alone
in the United States in one year due to sickness cost,
loss in wages, and economic loss in industry, may be
conservatively placed at a billion and a quarter dollars.)

Mr. Hoffman continues: "Medical practitioners
will realize some day the practical advantage of
special knowledge of diseases of occupation;" and
it is exceedingly gratifying to note his assurance that
the truth requires only to be known to produce a remedy j
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for intolerable or needlessly injurious conditions. "Em¬
ployers of labor are now doing much to ameliorate con¬

ditions. An awakened public conscience is at last being
aroused. It is the duty of those qualified to do so (such
as physicians) to ascertain the truth of industrial con¬
ditions affecting the physical well-being of American
wage-earners."

The need of wider interest in the health problems
of modern industry was also expressed on this occasion
by Dr. Henry B. Favill of Chicago: "It is pretty nearly
axiomatic that the modern labor problem is a health
problem." Careful investigations should be made
by men trained both in physiology and economics, so
that effective means may be forthcoming for the preven-
lion of the human waste in industry. Thousands suffer
and die yearly from preventable occupational diseases,
as for example, in those industries which make use of
poisons, such as yellow phosphorus, still employed in this
country, though harmless substitutes for it have long
been employed in Europe.
It would appear, from the viewpoint of the

general practitioner, if from no other, that no anam¬
nesis is complete without an exhaustive consideration of
the patient's occupation (which, indeed, cannot be
adequately appreciated unless the physician has more
than a casual and superficial understanding of the actual
working conditions) ; nor is any plan of therapy likely
to succeed which does not take into account a healthful
environment during the patient's working hours.

ADDED ENDOWMENT FOR WESTERN RESERVE

Announcement has just been made of a gift of $250,-
000 to Western Reserve University, by Mr. H. M. Hanna,
as an addition to the endowment of the medical depart-
ment. It is intended that the income from this gift
shall be used largely to place the various clinical profes-
sorships on a modern university basis. This gift is very
opportune, coming as it does with the news that the con-
solidation of the Cleveland College of Physicians and
Surgeons with the Medical Department of Western Re-
serve University has been consummated.

AMERICAN SURGERY\p=m-\ANAPPRECIATION

Europeans who have made a study of commercial life
in the United States maintain that the fundamental
difference in methods between the American and the
European is one of mental attitude. With the Euro-
pean the tendency is to adhere to, or at most to modify,
the old; with the American, to attempt what is alto-
gether new. The European engineer prides himself on
the fact that his machinery is so well made and so care-

fully preserved that it will last a generation; the Ameri-
can engineer on the other hand does not hesitate to rele-
gate to the scrap-heap the most elaborate piece of
machinery the moment a more efficient piece is invented
to take its place. That this progressive attitude is not
confined to mechanics and commerce in America is evi-

denced by the observations recently made in the Practi-
tioner, by a London surgeon, Mr. W. Arbuthnot Lane
of Guy's Hospital. In contrasting the skepticism of
British surgeons with the attitude of the surgeons of the
United States and Canada he says : "They are in ad¬
vance of us in many ways in their methods of investi¬
gation. They attack any new problem very thoroughly
and do their utmost to verify every fact by personal
observation and they determine whether there is any
truth in it or not. Trouble or expense affords no ob¬
stacle to their thirst for knowledge. They are not satis¬
fied to accept unreservedly any statement or observation,
and least of all, any opinion, and they are only prepared
to receive, it when they themselves have either seen it or
are satisfied as to its>accuracy. They have no respect for
so-called authority and part with innumerable surgical
creeds which continue to control us as readily as their
business men 'scrap' machinery the moment a better
mechanism is devised. It is this attitude of the Ameri¬
can surgeon that is exerting such a magnificent influence
on the surgery of that country and is, in my opinion,
making them the most progressive surgical body in the
world." Mr. Lane of course has been in the United States
and evidently speaks from observation.

THE NEW YORK COCAIN LAW

During the last session of the New York legislature
a particularly vicious amendment was made to the penal
law of that state relating to the sale of cocain or eucain.
As the law now stands the druggist must give to every
person who presents a prescription in which cocain or
eucain or their salts are ingredients a certificate worded
as follows:

.191
This is to certify that the bearer obtained from me

on the above date, upon the written prescription of
.M.D.
of.,.
.grains of cocain or eucain.
This certificate is furnished in conformity with the

Act Amending the Penal Law of New York State in
relation to the sale of cocain or eucain, enacted April,1910.
Druggist,.

Registered Pharmacist.
This prescription cannot be refilled nor copy given.

What the object of such an amendment is, it is hard
even to guess; what the results must be is evident. The
patient is at once informed of the fact that he is takingcocain\p=m-\afact that the conscientious physician is usu-

ally careful to conceal. Such a certificate in no way
prevents the prescribing of these drugs by renegade phy-
sicians to cocain habitu\l=e'\sbut it does possess enormous
potentialities for harm in the making of habitu\l=e'\s.Anylaw that will prevent the misuse of valuable but dan-
gerous drugs is to be welcomed but such laws must be
drawn up by those who have at least a working knowl¬
edge

.

of the many points involved. As the New York
law now stands it not only does not prevent the misuse
of cocain and eucain but may easily be the means of
leading to the abuse of these valuable but potent drugs.
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